
VA 402 Forum Guide 
 

Due: At indicated points throughout the term. See Syllabus or module instructions for dates.  

Location: Blackboard  

Topics: As assigned  

 

Background & Rationale: Under normal circumstances, VA 402 students are able to participate in 

vigorous in-class discussions to further research, practice and comradery. In moving this course online, 

we will attempt to reproduce some of these processes through a forum component. Forums provide a 

public space where students can engage actively with ideas, share work, and benefit from the critique 

process.  

Week one includes an introduction post. Week two is a research post. Weeks five and six have research 

presentations in the forums. Weeks eight and twelve are our major critiques.  

You will be directed in your modules if you are required to post to a forum. When you enter the forums 

in Blackboard, you will find specific instructions for posting and responding to posts. You are not able to 

post to the forum after it closes (Sundays, 11:59 pm). Missing a forum post or comment(s) will result in a 

grade of zero. Because of the collaborative nature of the forums, it is not possible to make up for a 

missed post. It is your responsibility to schedule your time accordingly.   

Organization: 

Posting 

1. Follow the instructions in the module and forum; post before Wednesday at noon. 

Responding to Peers 

1. Follow the instructions in the module and forum; post before Sunday at 11:59 pm. 

2. Your reply must do two things: respond and add. This requirement means you must respond 

directly to something the poster said and add to this discussion in a meaningful way. Simply 

agreeing with the poster, rephrasing what they said or complimenting them is not considered 

substantially additive.  

3. Focus on your ability to provide sound feedback in your comments. Avoid filler language when 

offering a critique ("I like/don't like the blue sky" "You're really good" "I love it/I don't like it"). 

Think through the three critical components of a critique (formal, conceptual and technical). 

Focus your response on one or more of these components and offer something generative for 

your peer to think about.   

Write in a word document, editing for accuracy and grammar before copying and pasting it into the 

forum. Practice concision; make sure each word and sentence is “doing work” for your argument. Avoid 

filler at all costs! Filler might bulk out your post/comment, but it will not earn you grades. 



 
*Note: your work will be checked for originality and plagiarism. UFV takes plagiarism seriously. Lifting 
ideas and text from the class sources or external sources without proper citation may result in one or 
more of the following penalties as listed in the Student Conduct Policy 310.12: a score of zero, a 
report filed with the Student Conduct Registry, the requirement that the student withdraws from the 
course and or suspension from UFV. See: 
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/counselling/Plagarism+and+Academic+Integrity.pdf 
 
Academic Misconduct: UFV Policy 70 includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, 
impersonation, improper access to examination materials, falsification or unauthorized modification 
of an academic document/record, resubmission of work, improper research practices, obstruction of 
the academic activities of another, and aiding and abetting. 
 

 

Etiquette for Online Learning 

Online communication lacks verbal and non-verbal cues such as intonation, gestures, stance, and facial 

expressions that are a regular part of face-to-face interaction.  The absence of these cues can quickly 

lead to misunderstandings in the online environment. 

 

 

• Keep statements brief and to the point. 

• In all your interactions, remember that there is a person behind the written post, who has 
feelings and can be hurt by what and how you interact with them. 

• Adhere to the same standards of behaviour online that you follow in real life, which includes 
acting ethically and following rules and regulations.   

• Do not shout [CAPITALS MEAN THAT YOU ARE SHOUTING]. 

• Do not take other people’s ideas and use them as your own. 

• Respect other people’s time and bandwidth: 
a) Take time to understand the requirements of the discussion. 
b) Do not waste people’s time by asking questions that are not relevant to the forum or 
questions whose answers can be readily found in what has already been written. 

• Make yourself look good online: 
a) Take time to check your spelling and grammar. 
b) Prepare for discussions before engaging in them (don’t skip readings/videos; it will be clear you 
are unprepared). 

• Recognize that all learners in this course come from diverse backgrounds and experiences. Do 
not assume that all learners have the same foundations as your own.  

• Be open to listening and learning.  

• Be open to critiques. They are sometimes hard to hear, but they are not personal. Critiques 
are intended to improve your capacity as an artist. If you consistently reject feedback, you are 
not, in fact, rejecting the commenter(s) feelings, but instead, you deny your own capacity to 
grow. 
 

 

https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/counselling/Plagarism+and+Academic+Integrity.pdf
https://www.ufv.ca/ai/academic-misconduct/


Rubric for Class Participation & Engagement: 

 Beginning Developing Accomplished 
Originality  

 
Work shows a beginner 

level of originality. Student 

needs to push their 

response to reflect an 

understanding of practice 

and thought.  

Work shows some 

originality. The submission 

presents a maturing 

communication between 

subject matter and 

contemporary art practice 
and thought.  

Work is innovative. The 

submission shows deep 

communication between 

subject matter and 

contemporary art practice 

and thought. Work is 
provocative and novel.  

Content and Accuracy No care or very little care is 

given to the topic or 
response. A lack of 

connection to the topic at 

hand is clear. Issues with 

accuracy. Evidence from 

the text/sources is 

inaccurately applied or 

missing.  

Work shows some care is 

given to the topic or 
response. A clear 

connection to the topic at 

hand is present, but some 

more idea development is 

needed. Minimal issues 

with accuracy. Ideas are 

somewhat supported with 

evidence from the 

text/sources.  

Work shows great care for 

the topic or response. The 
student is thoughtful and 

clear. A strong connection 

to the topic at hand is 

present, and ideas are fully 

developed and supported 

with evidence from the 

text/sources. No issues 

with accuracy. Provides 

thoughtful contribution to 
learning community. 

Grammar and Style 

 
Issues with grammar, 

readability, spelling or 

structure. Work needs 

more editing. Citations are 

missing or improperly 

applied.   

Some minor issues with 

grammar, readability, 

spelling or structure. Work 

is mostly well-edited. 

Citations are present but 

may need minimal work.   

No issues with grammar, 

readability, spelling or 

structure. Work is well-

edited and to the point. 

Citations are present and 

accurate.   

Timely Participation and 

Responsiveness 
The submission is not 

thoughtful or does not 

meet the requirements of 

the assignment. 

Response(s) missing, or 

post is posted after Wed. at 

noon. 

The submission shows 

some reflection. The 

requirements of the 

assignment are met. Post 

schedule is followed. The 

first post appears before 

noon Wed. and the 

response(s) after noon 
Wed.  

The submission shows a 

complex conceptual 

reflection. The 

requirements of the 

assignment are met or 

exceeded. Posts follow 

schedule. 

 


