
VA 113 Major Assignment #1 (MA #1): Contour 
Self-portrait   
 

Due: Sunday, Oct. 11th 11:59 pm via Blackboard 

Submit high resolutions photos compiled in PDF format. Your first image should show the entire 

drawing and take up the whole page. Subsequent images should show details. At least one image 

must clearly show the student working on the project at a mid-point in the process of creation. All 

images must be well lit and focused. 

Value: 10% 

Support: Green pad, 1 sheet 

Medium: Graphite pencils 

 

Background: In learning about shape and line—particularly the great importance of variation of line 

weight—we are gaining a strong understanding of how line can function in surprising and sophisticated 

ways to give the illusion of value shifts, weight and form to shape, even when no shading or texture is 

present.  

MA #1: For this assignment, you produce a contour drawing of your face. You may work from life, or a 

photograph. You are highly encouraged to consider composition and a focal point. A strong variation of 

line is key for this assignment.  

Note: Return to Module 1 to view an introduction to this assignment with examples and context. 
Return to Module 2 to review variation in quality of line.  

 

Rationale: Contour drawing is a primary skill that an artist must learn. Contour drawings are 

minimalistic, but they are far from simple. A good contour drawing requires that the artist pay close 

attention to composition, as the minimal nature of the drawing will exaggerate errors of composition. 

Because a contour drawing doesn’t use shading or texture, the artist must work to capture accuracy 

through line alone. This complex process produces skilled artists who pay close attention to the 

sophisticated nature of a simple line. By varying the weight of the line, the artist shows value, weight 

and depth, allowing the artist to experiment with technical mastery.  

Organization: 

The three key components of the drawing are: 

1. A self-portrait using one continuous, unbroken line.  

2. The line shows a sophisticated variation to emphasize shape, value and weight. 

3. A clean, minimalist presentation 

 



Do: 

• Clean up your drawing so that your line is continuous (unbroken) 

• Make sure that your line weight varies  

• Plan your composition. Use your sketchbook to work out problems 

• Watch for accuracy  

Do not: 

• Use a “sketchy” broken line to softly edge out your drawing 

• Use any shading, or texture mark-making that cannot be indicated by the unbroken contour 
line alone 

• Leave your paper in poor condition with un-erased marks or smudges from prior efforts 

 

Plagiarism: all work must be solely completed by the student. This assignment requires the submission 

of one in progress image that clearly shows the student working on the drawing at a mid-point in the 

process of creation. All work produced in this course must be entirely your own. Any words, ideas, 

images or other materials that are taken from existing sources must have proper attribution and 

citations where appropriate.  

Academic Misconduct: UFV Policy 70 includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, impersonation, 

improper access to examination materials, falsification or unauthorized modification of an academic 

document/record, resubmission of work, improper research practices, obstruction of the academic 

activities of another, and aiding and abetting. 

Your work will be checked for originality and plagiarism. UFV takes plagiarism seriously. Lifting ideas and 

text from the class sources or external sources without proper citation may result in one or more of the 

penalties as listed in the Student Conduct Policy 310.12: a score of zero, a report filed with the Student 

Conduct Registry, the requirement that the student withdraws from the course and or suspension from 

UFV. See: https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/counselling/Plagarism+and+Academic+Integrity.pdf 

Rubric: 

 Beginning Developing Accomplished 
Originality  

Artistic maturity  

 

Work shows a beginner 

level of originality. Student 

needs to push their subject 

matter choices to reflect an 

understanding of 
developing artistic practice 

and thought.  

Work shows some 

originality. The submission 

presents a maturing 

communication between 

subject matter and 
contemporary art practice 

and thought.  

Work shows originality. The 

submission shows deep 

communication between 

subject matter and 

contemporary art practice 
and thought. Work is 

provocative and novel.  

Accuracy  
Sighting and measuring; 

attention to shape, volume, 

weight and form; attention 

to detail and variety in 

tonal shifts 

 

No care or very little care is 
given to the application of 

material or sensitivity in 

response to the subject. 

Line is interfering with 

accurate form. Little care 

was taken in observation 

and rendering. Most 

proportions are not correct. 

The student’s work lacks 

accuracy or feels 
rushed. Not enough details 

rendered to supplement 

the overall appearance. 

Medium is often applied 
with sensitivity but is 

impatiently applied in some 

areas. Line, at times, is 

interfering with accurate 

form. Care was taken in 

observation and rendering, 

but some proportions are 

not correct. The student’s 

work is mostly accurate 

with a few areas that need 
improvement. Captured 

details to supplement the 

overall appearance. Some 

Sensitivity of medium 
application is used to 

describe variation of the 

surface, and shape. Much 

care was taken in 

observing the proportions 

are rendered correctly. The 

student’s drawing is very 

accurate with little need for 

improvement. Captured the 

edges, high, low and 
midranges and essential 

light and shadow 

https://www.ufv.ca/ai/academic-misconduct/
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details like shadows or 

reflected light might be 

overlooked.  

components to supplement 

the overall appearance. 

Craftsmanship/Finish  

Overall quality 

 

Media or support is sloppy 

or incorrectly worked. 

Drawing is unfinished or 

appears messy and needs 

attention. 

Presentation/composition 

not considered.  

Media is used fairly well but 

could be improved or 

cleaned up. Some areas of 

the drawing may need 

further attention, and more 

consideration needed for 

presentation or 

composition.  

Media is used carefully and 

skillfully. Consideration has 

been given to presentation 

and composition and the 

results show a level of 

accomplishment.  

Scope 

The conceptual strength of 

the work and ability to 

meet assignment 

requirements  

The submission is not 

thoughtful or does not 

meet the requirements of 

the assignment. Parts of 

the assignment are missing 

or inaccurate.  

The submission shows 

some reflection. The 

requirements of the 

assignment are met.  

The submission shows 

complex conceptual 

reflection. The 

requirements of the 

assignment are met or 

exceeded.  

 

Examples: 









 


